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early introduction of public ownership, it is long accustomed
to rely upon the state.23 In its compactness and cohesion
New Zealand most resembles the small and progressive
democracies of Europe. But compared with Holland, Den-
mark, Norway, and Sweden, it has a less concentrated
population, and experiences higher administrative costs.
Moreover its political life has to a greater extent escaped
those intense ideological struggles which have more or less
characterized the democracy and socialism of all countries
in continental Europe. "Most of its members," wrote
Pernber Reeves of the Ballance ministry, "did not know
what socialism was, and if they had studied it would not
have agreed with it."24 During his visit in the early years
of the present century Siegfried similarly observed that the
New Zealanders were indifferent to ideological debate.
The rise of the Labour party in the last generation has
doubtless fostered a deeper consciousness of formal pro-
grammes and social philosophy, but the rank and file of
Labour have been moved less by a refined theory than by
a practical humanitarianism. In their empiricism they are
true lineal descendants in thought from the Liberals of the
nineties.
^Labour in its zeal for social services and marketing controls did not neglect
the older type of public ownership policies. In 1945, for example, it brought
under the government civil airways, the distribution of petroleum, and the
Bank of New Zealand.
2*W. Pember Reeves, The Long White Cloztd, 282.